
You-ang-gell-ee-on — Not Gospel.
A fifteen-minute lesson.

[pause:0.8]
Section One. The Wrong Idea.

[pause:0.5]
For two thousand years, one domesticated word has neutered the most explosive
announcement in human history.

We call it the gospel. But we hear something very different from what Jesus and the apostles
proclaimed. We hear a religious message. A spiritual formula. A private transaction. We do not
hear what the first hearers heard: a royal summons. An imperial declaration. A command to
bend the knee.

[pause:0.5]
One word. One massive inversion. From a herald's shout that a new king now
reigns, to a quiet assurance that we can keep our old lives and simply add Jesus on top. From
an announcement that demands repentance and allegiance, to a magic spell we cast with a
sinner's prayer.

[pause:0.5]
The problem is not just semantics. It is submission. When we use the word gospel,
we import centuries of privatized religion that did not exist in the first century. We turned the
most dangerous political proclamation in the ancient world into a devotional exercise.

[pause:0.8]
Section Two. What You-ang-gell-ee-on Actually Meant.

[pause:0.5]
In the Greek and Roman world, You-ang-gell-ee-on was not a religious word. It was
political and military vocabulary. Every citizen knew what it meant.

[pause:0.5]
When the Athenian army defeated Persia at Marathon, a herald ran twenty-six miles
into Athens shouting, You-ang-gell-ee-on. He collapsed and died delivering the news that the
world had changed.

When Augustus Caesar was born, an inscription carved across the empire declared that his
birthday was the beginning of the gospel concerning him. It called him savior and said
providence sent him to end war and arrange all things.

When Vespasian seized the throne, the historian Joseephus records that every city held
festivals for the gospel and offered sacrifices on his behalf.

[pause:0.5]
You-ang-gell-ee-on was not an invitation to a meeting. It was a declaration that
history had turned. A new king had conquered. And the herald did not ask if the hearers felt
sincere. He demanded a response. Bend the knee. Swear allegiance. Change your calendar.
Reorder your life.

[pause:0.5]
By the first century, it meant the official announcement of a ruler's birth, ascension,
or military triumph. Public. Political. It commanded loyalty.



[pause:0.5]
When Mark opened his account with, The beginning of the gospel of Jesus Christ,
the Son of God, he was hijacking the most recognizable imperial vocabulary in the empire.
Every Jew. Every Gentile. Every Roman official knew. A You-ang-gell-ee-on meant a new king
had taken the throne. And Mark was declaring that Jesus, not Caesar, is the true divine ruler.

[pause:0.8]
Section Three. The Smoking Gun.

[pause:0.5]
The English word gospel comes from Old English godspel. Good story. Good
tidings. Not a bad translation. But here is what happened.

[pause:0.5]
By the Middle Ages, folk etymology had begun to hear godspel not as good story,
but as God's spell. And spell, once simply a saying, had become an incantation. A formula that
works ex opere operato, by the work worked, regardless of the heart.

[pause:0.5]
In the fourth century, Constantine ordered thousands of soldiers baptized en masse.
Did they repent? Did they swear allegiance to a new king? It did not matter. The spell had been
cast. The water worked upon them.

For centuries afterward, the priest stood at the altar and spoke Latin words the people could not
understand. Hoc est corpus meum. Critics mocked it as hocus pocus. But the mockery exposed
a real assumption: that sacred words, rightly pronounced, mechanically transform reality. The
bread becomes body. The sinner becomes Christian. The subject is changed by the incantation,
not by the obedience of the will.

[pause:0.5]
So when the English word gospel settled into Christendom, it carried this baggage.
Good news as a kind of enchantment. A divine spell cast upon a population. But You-ang-gell-
ee-on was never a spell. It was a summons.

[pause:0.8]
Section Four. The Obedience.

[pause:0.5]
Consider the evidence.

Romans chapter ten verse sixteen. But not all obeyed the gospel. Obeyed. Paul did not say they
failed to believe propositions. He said they failed to obey an announcement.

Second Thessalonians chapter one verse eight. Those who do not obey the gospel of our Lord
Jesus Christ.

First Peter chapter four verse seventeen. What will be the outcome for those who do not obey
the gospel of God?

[pause:0.5]
The New Testament writers never treat the You-ang-gell-ee-on as information to
absorb or a rite for a passive subject. They treat it as a command to follow. It is not a magical
formula. It is a royal proclamation that calls for a change of allegiance.



[pause:0.5]
When Jesus burst into Galilee proclaiming the gospel of God, he said, The time is
fulfilled. The kingdom of God is at hand. Repent and believe the gospel. Repent. Turn around.
Believe. Give allegiance. The You-ang-gell-ee-on is good news of a victory already won. But
that news demands a response. You cannot hear that a new king now reigns and simply
continue as a loyal subject of the old one.

[pause:0.5]
The tragedy is that the distortion created a Christianity of appearance. Baptized.
Confirmed. Catechized. Without ever demanding the bent knee of the heart. The gospel
became something done to you. The You-ang-gell-ee-on is something you obey.

[pause:0.8]
Section Five. The Quieting.

[pause:0.5]
The early Christians paid for this announcement with their blood. They declared
Jesus is Lord, the same title demanded by Caesar. They were crucified, burned, fed to lions,
because they understood that You-ang-gell-ee-on was treason against every rival throne.

[pause:0.5]
Then came the accommodation. The empire that had persecuted the church
became its patron. Christianity did not conquer Rome. Rome conquered Christianity. When the
emperor joined the faith, the You-ang-gell-ee-on of a new king became the blessing of the
existing king. The herald's shout became a court chaplain's whisper. The declaration that Jesus,
not Caesar, is Lord, became the declaration that Jesus is Lord and Caesar is also quite pleased
about it.

[pause:0.5]
The political edge was filed off. Total allegiance became a private religious
preference. The spell model completed the quieting. If the gospel works through sacraments
and state baptisms, Caesar can be Christian without changing his throne. The words are
spoken. The water is poured. The subjects are counted. And no one ever had to obey.

[pause:0.5]
The modern completion of this quieting is the sinner's prayer. Nineteenth-century
revivalism gave us a formula: say these words and you are saved. But search the book of Acts.
When the crowd cried out, What must we do to be saved, Peter did not hand them a script to
repeat with every eye closed and every head bowed. He said, Repent and be baptized every
one of you in the name of Jesus Christ. He called for a public transfer of allegiance. Not a
private spell.

[pause:0.8]
Section Six. The Contrast.

[pause:0.5]
Here is the difference in one sentence. The first-century You-ang-gell-ee-on was the
public announcement of an accomplished victory that demanded repentance, allegiance, and
obedience. The modern gospel is too often a private consumer offer of personal benefit that
requires only emotional agreement.

[pause:0.8]
Section Seven. The Allegiance.



[pause:0.5]
What would change if we stopped treating the gospel like a spell to be cast, and
started proclaiming it like a summons to be obeyed?

[pause:0.5]
Three shifts.

[pause:0.5]
One. Language shapes expectation. When we use gospel as a religious concept,
we privatize citizenship in Jesus' Kingdom. When we recover You-ang-gell-ee-on, we see a
public declaration that there is ONE Lord Jesus Christ, not Caesar.

[pause:0.5]
Two. The You-ang-gell-ee-on is not a message to be believed in isolation. It is an
announcement that creates a new citizenship. Paul wrote that God delivered us from darkness
and transferred us to the kingdom of his beloved Son. That is not an inner feeling. That is a new
jurisdiction.

[pause:0.5]
Three. We are not consumers of a spiritual product. We are subjects of a
conquering king. The You-ang-gell-ee-on does not ask us to invite Jesus into our hearts as a
guest. It commands us to surrender our hearts as territory.

[pause:0.5]
Jesus did not come to offer another religious option with better benefits. He came to
announce that the kingdom of God is at hand. A new king reigns. The old rulers are deposed.
The only reasonable response is repentance, allegiance, and obedience.

[pause:0.5]
The gates of Hades will not prevail against his Eck-lay-see-uh. But they might
prevail against a gospel that forgot it was supposed to be a summons to total obedience.

[pause:1.0]
Optional Discussion Questions.

[pause:0.5]
Why do you think we prefer a gospel that requires only a prayer rather than one that
demands total allegiance?

[pause:1.0]
What would it look like to proclaim the You-ang-gell-ee-on in your city as a direct
challenge to the competing lords of politics, money, and self?

[pause:1.0]
How does seeing the gospel as a summons to obey, rather than a spell to recite,
change how you share it, live it, and call others to it?

[pause:0.5]
End of lesson.


